Connecticut Debate Association
February 4, 2012

Tournament Invitation

On behalf of the Connecticut Debate Association, Glastonbury High School and Westhill High School you
are invited to our fifth tournament of the 2011-12 year.

Team Limits: We have space for 380 debaters and do not expect to limit entries.

To Register: Please enter the names of your teams and judges in the attached spreadsheet and email
it to the CDA tabroom email address: cda_debate@mindspring.com . We will try to send you a
confirmation the same day. The deadline for registration is the end of the day on Tuesday, January 31. If
you do not have exact team pairings, at least send an email indicating that you plan to attend and the
approximate number of teams you will bring. Send details and corrections as soon as possible. If your
registration is late, you may not be assigned to the tournament nearest you.

El |g|b| | Ity : Please review and be aware of the eligibility rules in the CDA Handbook, available on the
web site. Itis your responsibility as a coach to have your students in the right division. Itis very
inconvenient when we find someone is in the wrong division after the first round has started. If you are in
doubt, please ask before the tournament starts.

Novice Eligibility: The Novice division is primarily for Freshman and Sophomore beginning
debaters. In particular:
¢ Novices in their second year of debate who trophied in their first year (last year) or who trophy
this year must debate Varsity.
e Juniors in their second year of debate must debate Varsity.
Juniors who trophy must move up to Varsity at their next tournament.
Seniors must debate Varsity — they cannot debate Novice!

State Finals Eligibility: Debaters qualify for State Finals by winning a trophy or going 3-0 at
any tournament during the year. A Novice who qualifies for the Novice Division of State Finals their first
year of debate may not qualify for the Novice Division again. If they want to qualify for State Finals, they
must do it by debating as Varsity. Similarly, Juniors may not qualify for State Finals by debating in the
Novice Division, even if it is their first year of debate and they are debating in that division. Again the
purpose is to emphasize that Novice is primarily for Freshman and Sophomores beginning debate.

J udges : You are required to bring one judge for every four debaters (two teams) or any part thereof,
plus one additional judge. So if you bring one team you need two judges, two teams you need two judges,
three teams you need three judges, four teams you need three judges, etc. There is a table on the
registration worksheet that gives you the correct number for up to 20 teams.

The additional judge is needed because we need volunteers to run the tournament and work tab, and to
keep the scheduling software from having fits. This takes judges away from the schools that provide the
volunteers.

We also know from experience that at some point during the year almost every team will not have enough
judges to meet this requirement. Every extra judge you bring to a tournament generates good karma for
the tournament when your team will be short.

We will not turn your team away if you are short judges! Our objective is to make it possible for
everyone who wants to debate to be able to debate. But teams that are short judges may be asked to
withdraw debaters if we end up short judges overall. So if you bring more debaters than you have judges
for, there is some risk that some of them may not get to debate—but so far we have never had to ask a
team to withdraw due to lack of judges.

We thank all of you who bring more judges than required. It really helps keep things running smoothly.
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It is your responsibility to see that your judges are trained . No debater appreciates having a judge
who knows nothing about debate, and no coach appreciates having his debaters judged by someone who
knows nothing about debate. We will run a workshop for judges during the one hour preparation period,
but there is only so much we can do in one hour. At the very least your judges should understand the
format of the tournament, the format of a round, the basic principles of judging and the mechanics of filling
out a ballot. You can download copies of the ballot, flow chart, handout for the judges workshop and a
transcript of the judges workshop from training materials page at the CDA website. Please have your
new judges review this material before the debate on Saturday and give them time to ask you
guestions.

Res ponS|bIe Adult : Every team must be accompanied by an adult who will be responsible for
them while they are at the tournament. Debaters cannot attend unaccompanied. This adult will be asked
to sign a registration sheet acknowledging this when they arrive in the morning. The CDA cannot be
responsible for your debaters, and we need to know who to call if there is a problem. Please be sure to
follow your school's requirements regarding permission slips, etc. The responsible adult is expected to
have emergency contact information for all students who attend.

SpeC|aI Needs : If you have a student with limited mobility or other special needs, please let us
know before the tournament. We can adjust the scheduling to keep students or judges in the same

room. We will try to accommodate other special needs to the extent possible, but please discuss this with
me before the tournament.

Just Visiting? If you are a school new to the CDA and want to attend as observers, please
register using the registration worksheet so we know how many are coming. We will provide your
observers with copies of the resolution and research material so they can follow along. We also need to
consider space and ordering food.

While you are welcome to come as observers, my recommendation is that you register your teams as
novices and let them debate. There is nothing that will help you build a team faster than giving your
students actual debate experience. Most of the novices will be first time debaters, so your students are

as good as anyone else's--maybe better. After all, they let me debate in high school--how hard could it be?

All schools are welcome to bring observers, and observers are welcome to attend any round. But please
let us know they are coming.

Tournament Format : Registration from 8-9AM, preparation from 9-10AM (accompanied by the
Judges Workshop), followed by three rounds of debate starting at 10AM, with lunch between rounds two
and three. A public final round between the two best Varsity teams will be start approximately 3:30PM,
and awards at 5PM. We have generally done a good job ending by 5:30PM.

The host school typically provides coffee, juice and donuts during registration. Lunch tickets are sold at
registration at reasonable prices, typically for pizza and soda, but some host schools are more
adventurous. Students may also bring lunch. Leaving the school for lunch is strongly discouraged: if you
are delayed for any reason or we are able to start the third round early you will delay the entire
tournament. Ordering in food to be delivered is bad manners and may violate policies of the host school.

Other Policies : Please review the CDA Handbook. Our policy against the use of electronic
devices such as laptops and cell phones remains in effect. Research materials are limited to the packet,
a dictionary, an almanac and a copy of the Constitution.

Remember, please register using the worksheet and email it to: cda tabroom@mindspring.com

CDA rules and such are in the CDA Handbook, available at our website: http://ctdebate.org along with
other useful material.
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